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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

• It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the premises of the renovated 

National Museum of the Czech Republic. Here, we find ourselves in the 

Pantheon - a representative hall featuring busts and statues of 

distinguished Czech scholars, writers and artists So far, it seems to be 

missing some environmentalist.  

• The building itself, since 1818, has witnessed a number of crucial 

moments of our past, some of which we commemorate this very year.  

• In January 1969, in front of this very building, Jan Palach set himself 

ablaze in protest against Warsaw Pact armies’ invasion in order to shake 

the nation out of lethargy. 

• 20 years later, in 1989, hundreds of thousands of determined citizens 

gathered at Wenceslas Square to take part in a series of nationwide 

protests demanding the end of the communist regime, which eventually 

lead to its collapse. Thus, our country resumed its path towards modern 

democracy, becoming part of the NATO in 1999. 

• Speaking of anniversaries, this year the Czech Republic is going to 

celebrate 15 years of its membership in the European Union. This 

represents a good opportunity for reflection on the achievements of the 

European integration, as well as any missed opportunities, and the 

challenges remaining ahead of us. Many of these, of course, relate to our 

efforts to safeguard a live-able environment for ourselves and future 

generations of our citizens. At the same time the European Union is 

most likely going to lose one of its members, whom we will sorely miss in 

our community.  I have faith that the UK and the EU will eventually agree 

on a solid framework for future partnership on issues of common 

concern. After all, environmental challenges like climate change, or 
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pollution of all kinds, have little regard for national borders and 

identities.  

• The upcoming European elections will bring a new composition of both 

the European Parliament and the Commission and with it new overall 

direction of the EU. We will follow these developments closely and work 

with others to ensure that the environment and climate protection 

remain at the core of the European agenda. 

• We also celebrate the 30 years of our renewed independent and 

democratic existence by remaining actively engaged in global 

environmental affairs. At the United Nations Environment Assembly in 

March, the Czech Republic will conclude its term as a vice-president of 

the Assembly bureau. During this time, UNEP has made great strides in 

building a momentum among member states towards tackling key 

environmental issues, especially in the area of pollution. Indeed, our 

successful national program “Enough plastic!” was directly linked with 

UNEP’s global campaign against plastic pollution. The theme of this 

year’s environmental assembly relates to sustainable consumption and 

production and efforts towards circular economy, which, as I will 

describe, we are also tackling head on. Despite these successes, the 

global community and the United Nations continue to face mounting 

challenges.  

• Ladies and gentlemen, let me turn your attention towards our 

achievements and continued efforts in safeguarding the nations 

environment. After all, when I mentioned the collapse of the old regime, 

it is worth remembering that the unsatisfactory state of the 

environment, such as significant air pollution in the industrial Northern 

Bohemia, was one of the key factors undermining its legitimacy. 
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• In summer 2018 our country was reviewed by the OECD who recognized 

overall improvements, but highlighted air pollution as an issue which 

requires further effort. Our air continues to be affected by releases from 

industries, but significantly also from the transport sector and 

individual households.  For this reason, the Ministry had already created 

a subsidy scheme for the replacement of obsolete combustion heaters 

in households. As of today, some 250 million euro has been invested in 

this program, and additional 120 million are allocated this year. The 

success and the relevance of this scheme is demonstrated by the fact 

that other countries have been inspired to adopt similar programs. 

Thanks to the amendment to the Air Protection Act, municipalities may 

prohibit the use of the oldest solid-fuel boilers for heating on their 

territory, which is justified now that replacement mechanisms have been 

provided to our citizens. 

• Moreover, the Czech Republic participated in the Clean Air Dialogue 

with the European Commission in November 2018. The EU 

commissioner for Environment visited Prague and was provided with 

information about measures we have taken or are going to take in this 

regard.  

• In terms of pollution, the Ministry has also recently expanded its efforts 

to combat light pollution, which we regard as significant, yet little 

publicly known, issue of concern to both human health and the wider 

environment. As light pollution is a specific issue that is difficult to 

monitor and measure by conventional methods, our Ministry is 

increasingly more adopting remote sensing in order to generate more 

exact data. In this regard, our flagship event, the Copernicus user forum, 

will be held from in June 2019 at the Liechtenstein Palace premises.  
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• The Czech Republic also continues its progress towards a circular 

economy and improved waste management remains its highest priority.  

In this regard, we have started preparations of a national strategy 

“Circular Czechia 2030”. Moreover, in the first half of 2019, waste 

legislative updates are going to be submitted. These amendments set us 

on a path towards eventual complete prohibition of landfilling, fully in 

line with the EU legislation. This target presents a challenge for us, on 

the other hand, some 40 thousand new jobs could be created in the 

recycling sector. We are encouraged by positive trends in the 

establishment of pay-as-you-throw schemes in individual municipalities, 

which we financially support through the State Environmental Fund. We 

very much appreciate voluntary agreements with companies producing 

plastic waste. Our national initiative “Enough plastic!” brings together 

municipalities, private sector companies and the public, in an effort to 

phase out single-use plastics.  

• The Czech Republic and its Ministry of Environment also play an active 

role in combating drought and water scarcity, both at national and 

international level. We have a long-standing grant scheme called 

“Rainwater (Dešťovka)”, which, as the name implies, supports harvest 

and use of rainwater by households as well as for public sector. It has 

proven quite successful and generated a lot of interest, especially 

recently. As part of this programme, each household can receive up to 

4 000 euro. Altogether, almost 15 million euro has been allocated in this 

scheme. The next call with the allocation of 40 million euro has been 

announced in February 2019. We have introduced some other unique 

schemes to combat draught and secure drinking water for our citizens in 

most vulnerable regions. Actually adaptation measures to prevent 
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negative impact of draught became one of our top priority 5 years ago. 

Since 2014 we have invested altogether 200 million euro in more than 10 

thousand projects – from wetlands restoration, green roofs, to rainwater 

harvest. In the second half of this year, the Czech Republic is going to 

preside over the Visegrad group. We were the first ones to raise this 

topic at this regional platform and by now several related topics, such as 

landscape adaptation, have become recurrent themes of our regional V4 

meetings. Moreover, our experts participate in knowledge exchange on 

these issues all over the world. Nevertheless, last year’s prolonged and 

severe dry period has caused a serious water shortage across the 

landscape, so we will need to maintain and expand our efforts to 

improve the situation. Even though this winter brought us plenty of 

snow, I am grateful for every drop of water, every snowflake.  

• Of course, we are also not neglecting the global fight against climate 

change. The Ministry is preparing new legislation on CO2 emission 

trading. With this, we intend to react timely to the overall reform of the 

European Union Emissions Trading Scheme. We actively participated in 

the last Climate Conference of Parties in Katowice and all international 

negotiations concerning climate change. I am glad that we have finally 

agreed on a recipe, on concrete steps that have to be made to mitigate 

climate change and its negative impacts. 

•  Dear Guests, at the beginning you heard about anniversaries connected 

with this year. I am convinced that even 2019 has a chance to be 

commemorated as a year of positive achievements and good results, 

especially in the area of environment.  This museum has been with our 

nation through many crises, conflicts and disappointments throughout 

our history, yet now stands more majestic than ever, thanks to the care 
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we afforded it.  Let us approach our environment, with its life giving 

nature, in the same way. 

• That’s why we have invited the Director of the Nature Protection Agency 

to join us today and to present the state of nature protected areas in our 

country and the international cooperation in the field of management of 

national parks and nature sites. Let me wish you a nice evening and 

thank you for your attention. 

 

 

  

 

 


